268               A RAY OF  HOPE
To the division entitled " Etudes Analytiques" belong only two books, " La Physiologic du Manage" (1829), and "Petites Miseres de la Vie Conjugale" (1830 to 1845).
" The Comedie Humaine" was never finished, but, incomplete as it is, it remains a noble memorial of Balzac's genius, as well as an astonishing testimony to his extraordinary power of work. The last edition of it which was published in Balzac's lifetime appeared in 1846, and formed sixteen octavo volumes. It consists of eighty-eight novels and tales, and by far the greater number of these appeared in the first edition of 1842. A strong connection is kept up between the different stories by the fact that the same characters appear over and over again, and the reader finds himself in a world peopled by beings who, as in real life, at one time take the foremost place, and anon are relegated to a subordinate position; but who preserve their identity vividly throughout.
Balzac found it impossible to manage without a pied-a-terre in Paris, and for some reason he could no longer lodge with Buisson, his tailor, so in 1842 he took a lodging in the same house with his sister, Madame Surville, at 28, Rue du Faubourg Poissonniere. Life was brightening for him ; he was beginning by his strenuous efforts to diminish perceptibly his load of debt, and the star of hope shone brightly on his path.
After many doubts on the part of Madame Hanska, who was most particular in observingoelberch de Lovenjoul. night of Balzac's
* This may be found in the Edition Definitive of Balzac's works, or in "Balzac Chez Lui," by Leon Gozlan.
